
PROPERTY TRANSFER HEARING 

Swartz Creek Community Schools, Genesee County 
to  

Durand Area Schools, Shiawassee County 

Property is Located in Genesee County 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025 6:00 PM 
Genesee Intermediate School District 

Erwin L. Davis Education Center 
Legacy Auditorium  

 2413 West Maple Avenue, Flint, Michigan 

MEETING MINUTES 

I. Call To Order – Genesee Intermediate School District (GISD) Board of Education

President Richard Hill called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm

II. Pledge of Allegiance – Richard Hill led the group with the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. Roll Call-A roll call was taken and the following members were introduced by

GISD Superintendent, Dr. Steven Tunicliff:

Genesee Intermediate School District Board of Education:  Richard Hill, DesRae

Joubran, Rafael Turner

Steven Polega, GISD Assistant Superintendent of Special Education

Michelle Benson, Executive Assistant to Dr. Steven Tunnicliff

Shiawassee Regional Education Service District (SRESD) Board of Education:

Dr. Timothy Atkinson, O.D., Jan Ray and Tate Forbush

David Schulte, SRESD Superintendent

Renee Viener, Executive Assistant to David Schulte

Shannon Knapp, Superintendent of Durand Area Schools

James Kitchen, Interim Superintendent of Swartz Creek Community School

District

IV. Citizen Participation: None

V. Election – Chairperson of Hearing – Dr. Steven Tunnicliff was selected by both

boards to serve as the chairperson of the property transfer hearing.

VI. Introduction of Guests
Dr. Steven Tunnicliff welcomed the audience that was comprised of people
supporting the petitioners, John and Olivia Jurges.



 

 

VII. Introduction of Petitioner 
Dr. Steven Tunnicliff introduced the petitioners, John and Olivia Jurges, who 
provided an overview of the reason for the property transfer request.  This 
information is included with the property hearing packet. 
 

VIII. Election – Secretary of Hearing 

Dr. Timothy Atkinson moved both the GISD and SRESD boards of education to 

elect Michelle Benson to be secretary of the property transfer hearing.   Richard 

Hill supported the motion that unanimously passed. 

 

IX. Proof of Public Notice 

Dr. Steven Tunnicliff shared that a notice was published on M-Live in the Flint 

Journal on September 14, 2025. A copy of the published notice was included with 

the property transfer hearing packet. 

X. Purpose of Public Hearing 

Dr. Steven Tunnicliff stated the purpose of the public hearing was to consider the 

petition of property owner to change the boundary lines of Swartz Creek 

Community School District to Durand Area Schools by transferring property 

described as: 

7308 Van Vleet Road, Swartz Creek, MI  

Genesee County 

Property # 10-16-400-021 

Description:  A PARCEL OF LAND BEG S 01 DEG 40 MIN 19 SEC E 330.89 FT FROM E 

1/4 COR OF SEC TH S 01 DEG 40 MIN 19 SEC E 330.89 FT TH S 89 DEG 47 MIN 35 SEC 

W 1332.45 FT TH N 01 DEG 40 MIN 36 SEC W 331.31 FT TH N 89 DEG 48 MIN 39 SEC E 

1332.49 FT TO PL OF BEG SEC 16 T6N R5E 10.12 A (96/17) FR 10-16-400-001  

XI. Hearing 
Dr. Tunnicliff reviewed the following: 
A. Review Petition for Legal Compliance 
B. Review Pertinent Information 
C. Other Communications and Information 
D. Review Appeal Process 

 
XII. Testimony and Discussion 

A. Petitioner Comments 

John and Olivia Jurges shared their reason for the property hearing as detailed 

in the attached request.   This request impacts school of choice, property 

boundaries and special education services statue. 

B. Swartz Creek Community School District Position: 

James Kitchen, Interim Superintendent of Swartz Creek Community Schools 

indicated that the district is not interested in transferring the property to Durand 



 

 

Area Schools and has the resources to provide the requested services to the 

children of the Jurges family. 

C. Durand Area Schools Position: 

Shannon Knapp, Superintendent of Durand Area Schools indicated the district 

would accept the property transfer. 

D. Other Interested Parties Question and Comments 

This was an opportunity for John and Olivia Jurges, along with audience 

members, to share their perspective related to the property transfer hearing 

request. 

 

XIII. Questions, Discussion and Deliberations 
Dr. Steven Tunnicliff, Superintendent of the GISD and David Schulte, 
Superintendent of the SRESD, shared information related to special education 
statue, school of choice procedures and property transfer boundaries.   Members 
of both boards asked clarifying questions of the petitioners and both local district 
superintendents about the reopening of a 105C school of choice agreement that 
could not be reached.  Dr. Timothy Atkinson and Richard Hill expressed support 
for further discussion between the two local districts towards a 105C agreement.   
 

XIV. Motion for Approval or Denial of Request 

Dr. Steven Tunnicliff asked for a motion to approve or deny the property transfer 

request as presented. 

 

Richard Hill moved to deny the property transfer request. 

 

DesRae Joubran supported the denial of the property transfer request. 

 

Dr. Steven Tunnicliff opened the floor for any additional questions or deliberations 

among the boards. 

 

For clarity in voting, Dr. Steven Tunnicliff called for a roll call vote of all board 

members to approve or deny the property transfer request as presented.   The 

following votes were recorded: 

  
                                       

 
 

 

 

 

The property transfer request failed to earn the necessary majority of votes and 

therefore was denied.     

Board Member Approve or Deny 
Vote 

Dr. Timothy Atkinson - SRESD Approve 

Jan Ray – SRESD Approve 

Tate Forbush-SRESD Approve 

Richard Hill – GISD Deny 

DesRae Joubran – GISD Deny 

Rafael Turner – GISD Deny 



 

 

XV. Announcement of Rights to Appeal (10 Days)  

Dr. Steven Tunnicliff explained that John and Olivia Jurges and any district 

negatively impacted by the decision, has the right to appeal the property transfer 

decision. Paperwork detailing the appeal process was provided in the hearing 

packet. 

 

XVI. Adjournment 

Dr. Timothy Atkinson moved to adjourn the September 23, 2025 property transfer 

hearing.  Richard Hill supported the motion that was unanimously approved.  The 

meeting was declared adjourned at 6:55 pm. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

      

   

______________________________ 

                                                                            Dr. Steven Tunnicliff, Superintendent 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Richard Hill, President 

 

 

If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign 

language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the 

meeting or hearing, please contact Michelle Benson, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent 

at (810) 591 - 4403 or (810) 591 - 4545 for TDD calls at least one week prior to the meeting or as 

soon as possible.  

 


